“TRANSMITTERS” SAUNA YOUTH

KEY TREND - LEATHER

Photographer LUKE DAY
Leather maintains its presence on the winter 2019 runways and its appeal shows no sign of abating. With the underlying

influence of early-nineties American counter-culture, Canadian model Krow Kian makes his own moves on the classic biker
jacket, studded at Celine, to the ultra-supple voluminous proportions at Alexander McQueen.

Top SAINT LAURENT BY ANTHONY VACCARELLO
Jacket STYLIST'S OWN

Across
Jacket, trousers, top CELINE




Top, trousers, hat SAINT LAURENT BY ANTHONY VACCARELLO
Top, hat SAINT LAURENT BY ANTHONY VACCARELLO Tie DSQUARED2
Tie DSQUARED2 Shoes STYLIST'S OWN




Blazer, trousers MSGM
Shirt BALMAIN

Across
Jumpsuit ALEXANDER MCQUEEN
Belt, shoes STYLIST'S OWN




".

Above
Trousers DSQUARED2
Top SAINT LAURENT BY ANTHONY VACCARELLO

Gilet, shoes STYLIST'S OWN

Across
Jumpsuit ALEXANDER MCQUEEN
Belt, shoes STYLIST'S OWN

Make up CLAUDINE BLYTHMAN using MAC

Hair LIZ TAW at THE WALL GROUP using AVEDA
Photography assistants STEFAN EBELEWICZ

and OSCAR YOOSEFINEJAD

Stylist assistant EMILY TIGHE

Model KROW KIAN at SUPA MODEL MANAGEMENT




GLASS MAN / EasHioN

THE POWER OF CONNECTION

Glass Man meets rising model KROW, to discuss cosplay, his upcoming
documentary, and becoming a voice for trans-models in the industry \

It is pretty difficult to believe that Krow has only been modelling
as Krow for just over a year. His face is everywhere, from the cat-
walks of Louis Vuitton and Alexander McQueen to gracing several
magazine covers in 2019, and the 23-year old has been working
non-stop since his debut as an out trans-male model. (He tells me
he hasn’t been home for more than two weeks over the past year.)

But it’s also important to remember that Krow isn’t a new-
comer to the industry. At the age of 13, pre-transition, the model
was scouted in his Canadian hometown and was quick to make
a name modelling womenswear. While this might seem like a
strange path to take for a closeted trans-man, Krow explains that
modelling at such a young age actually taught him how to act fem-
inine, and that this is something he now embraces and can use to
his advantage as a male model. Now using his voice to speak up
for trans-visibility in the industry, Krow is even releasing a docu-
mentary, Krow’s TRANSformation. The documentary, released in
Canada in November this year, takes an unfiltered look at his tran-
sition, beginning at the very start of his journey, putting a camera to
hormone therapy, to first gender-affirming surgeries, as well as his
rising career along the way. Krow later tells me the film will also be
shown in schools as a way to educate children on what it means to
be transgender, hoping to break down misconceptions and stigma
for people at an early age.

Aside from modelling, Krow hones a list of passions, from cos-
play to acting and singing. With a strong love for performance and
the entertainment industry, Krow is also planning to expand his
career, setting his sights on becoming an actor and singer. But the
model promises me he won’t ever give up modelling, hoping to one

day be able to find a happy balance between the three.

You’ve really made your mark on the modelling scene, walking
for so many major fashion houses including Louis Vuitton. What
would you say are the most memorable shows you’ve done so far?
I think my most memorable show was probably the cruise show
that I did in New York. It was such an amazing production that
Louis Vuitton put on, with the runway, all the outfits, the music
- it was everything that was put together was such an incredible

experience to be part of. That’s the show that really blew me away.

You’ve also made a documentary, congratulations! Can you tell
me what motivated you to want to make it? I understand it ini-
tially began as just a photoshoot, yes?

Yeah, originally it started out as a photoshoot, but then the pro-
ducer that was going to be setting up the photoshoot said, “What
if we made a documentary about your transition? Because there’s
not a lot of movies or documentaries out there that show the pro-
cess of going through the transition.” And at first, I was a bit hesi-
tant because once you're out as a trans man that’s all you're really
known for - versus just being another man in everyday life. But
there is a need for a documentary to give people information. I
thought that making a documentary and saving the lives of people
who don’t really know that there are other choices - that you don’t
have to just be stuck in a body that you don’t agree with — was

much more important than having a bit of discomfort in public.

You’ve said that you first got into modelling because it was the
most feminine thing you can do, and it taught you how to be
feminine. How do you feel that modelling post-transition has
changed the way you model? Is it very different?

Oh, absolutely. I'd say definitely very different. There are still
some similarities, of course. But I think that the cool thing is that,
because I am very comfortable being a feminine man, I can ex-
press both sides of gender through the way that I pose or do my
walk or expressions, and things like that. It was like a certain type
of grace that I like to hold for myself. It’s definitely interesting,
being able to bring the other side into the male modelling and to
find the balance between that.

Alot of the media has described you as the first trans-male mod-
elling star. Would you say that you’re a spokesperson for trans
male visibility in the fashion world?

At this point, absolutely, because I've done so many interviews that
not necessarily a lot of them had the chance to do, but I have the
chance to talk about the kind of issues that go on with trans visi-
bility and the lack thereof, for both genders. But more so for trans

males, because there’s such a lack of visibility for people like me.

I know that education is really important to you, and you said
that you want the documentary to be shown in schools.

Yes, the first agreement for the documentary was that if it is going
to be filmed, it needs to be put into schools across the country and
hopefully across the world, so that when kids go through puberty
and they’re having that sex education class that teaches them how
the body is changing and what they’re going to go through, and all
that kind of stuff - that this documentary can be something that the

teachers can show to the class. So that it can normalise being trans.

Outside modelling, I know that you’re an avid cosplayer. Can
you tell me more about that? How did you get into it?

I got into cosplay when I was about 16 and one of my friends was
the one who introduced me to it. And one of the big things was
that, when I got into the cosplay community and I went to my first
convention, the group that I got to know, a lot of the people, they
were actually in various stages of transitioning. This introduced
me to understanding that there are trans-males and that it’s pos-
sible to transition from female to male. That was a really big thing
for me, having that community where I could connect to people on

a subject that I was too afraid to bring up with anyone else.

Would you ever consider taking a break from modelling?

Probably not at this point in time. But in the future my dream
is to be a singer, so obviously when I have that career going on
then I will be making a balance between modelling, singing, and
probably acting at that point. But right now, my focus is definitely

modelling.

Can you tell me a bit more about the singing? What kind of mu-
sic are you in terms of performance and writing?

For me, I've always done kind of sad, melancholy music. I started
out playing on the piano, but now I play sad ukulele. But yeah, it’s
always been my dream since I was, I think, probably five years
old, singing to Backstreet Boys. I don’t even need to be a super-fa-
mous singer. It’s more about expressing myself and sharing that
with people who can connect to that and really feel that connec-

tion through the music.

EMMA HART

Krow’s TRANSformation is released in Canada in November 2019
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